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PRESSURE TESTING [2]
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Pneumatic Pressure Test: It involves higher final
pressure and also involves higher risk, so this
method must only be used when hydrostatic test-
ing is not practicable. No work should be carried
out on the piping during the test. Carry out the test
preparations as for the pneumatic leak test, however
if the compressed air supply cannot be controlled
from outside the test area then the pipe work in the
test area should be protected to limit damage if an
explosive failure of the piping occurs. After com-
pleting the leak test, make sure that all the rooms
through which the piping passes are cleared of all
people, and gradually increase the air pressure in
steps of about 0.5bar up to the required test pres-
sure. Retain the test pressure for 30 minutes and
have this pressure and time witnessed. Gradually
reduce the pressure through a safe vent point clear
of all people to 1.1 times the working pressure, hold
this pressure for 30 minutes, then check for leaks
(indicated by a further fall in pressure) and obtain
witness signature on the test certificate.
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